Louise Kemp
Louise Kemp’s design inspiration often comes from nature. “I’m
big on bringing the outdoors into a color palette,” she says. Case
in point: While working on a client’s house in Sea Island, Georgia,
she grabbed a piece of Spanish moss hanging oﬀ a tree outside and
nailed it to a wall in the living room. “The painters thought I was
crazy. I told them that’s the exact color I wanted. It’s a funny graygreen that I couldn’t describe but the moss was perfect,” she says.
The upholstery colors were taken from the pale yellow that marsh
grasses turn in fall, and the washed out gray-blue of driftwood.
Beach colors are some of Kemp’s favorites. “I love the greens in
water. Our family has always grouped around beaches—La Jolla, the
Turks and Caicos, Anguilla and oﬀ the coast of Spain at Majorca.
We just bought a lot down in the Caribbean and we plan to build
a house there. Our house [in Dallas] is like a wonderful piece of
driftwood,” says Kemp, 51, who started her design business 10 years
ago, not too long after her fourth child was born.
Kemp is one of those rare ﬁfth generation Dallasites you hear
about but rarely meet. Her parents, designer Mary Cassidy and
antiquarian Tommy Faulkner, owned an antiques store on Routh
Street and ﬁlled it with ﬁne period pieces they ...

LOUISE, IF YOU PLEASE! The designer in
her living room, seated in front of a large
“doodle” by Karl Haendel. The needlepoint
chair, a French antique, was done by Louise
Kemp and her mother, designer Mary
Cassidy, and inspired by Cubist art.
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If nature is Kemp’s
biggest inﬂuence,
then architect Philip
Johnson is her muse.
His Glass House is the
inspiration for much of
her design work.

Hip To be Square! Landscape architect Kevin Sloan designed
the landscaping and the backyard pool as a continuation of the Kemp
house’s interior spaces. Zen-like alleys of river birches and Japanese
river rocks create a sense of order and repose, and function as an
outdoor room. “The gardens and pool explore this idea of reﬂection,
in both the reﬂective glass surfaces of Ron Wommack’s glass house
design, and the idea of reﬂective contemplation,” says Sloan. The
pool is a perfect square, which, when positioned just right, creates the
illusion of a larger mass of water even in a small area, he says.

“Our family has always
grouped around beaches—
La Jolla, the Turks and
Caicos, Anguilla...Our
house is like a wonderful
piece of driftwood.”

SERENE SURROUND
Above: Kemp’s entryway
was conceived
by architect Ron
Wommack, who created
an entirely glassed-in
design. An antique
Swedish chair contrasts
beautifully with the zinc
planter. Right: A simple
succulent makes a big
statement in a wall vase
from Grange Hall.
A psychedelic needlepoint bench in Kemp’s study was done in the ’60s by her
mother; today it adds a pop of color to the house’s white palette.
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purchased on travels to France and
New York, where they often bought from the legendary
antiquarian John Rosselli. Her father was so talented
at designing the vignettes in the store that customers
started asking him to do their houses. “I sort of grew up
with all that. Design was already in my genes, and I lived
with it every day,” says Kemp.
The family house was decorated with one kind of
Louis or another says Kemp, but her tastes, even then,
ran toward cleaner lines. In the late ’60s, her parents
added onto the house and dedicated one room—to
Kemp’s delight—to the emerging new modernism. “At
the time, Billy Baldwin and David Hicks were doing
some great contemporary looks,” says Kemp. “We
painted the walls white, put tile on the ﬂoor and did
sort of a David Hicks thing with the furniture. We
called it the New Room. I loved it.”
Nowadays, Kemp’s style is all about a clean mix
of reﬁned antiques and classic modern pieces. If clients
request bright colors, she’s happy to oblige, but at home
in the circa 1973 house in Highland Park she shares
with husband John and their two youngest children,
Kemp keeps things muted. Even with three dogs and a
cat, she’s covered much of the furniture in white. “It’s a
free-for-all in the house. The children and animals use
the whole house, nothing’s oﬀ limits.”
In a house with so much activity, Kemp turns the
volume down with blue-gray silk draperies, custommixed stone-colored wall paint, and pale upholstery in
linen, cotton, leather and silk. “I mix textures with
the muted palette. It’s calming to the eyes. You also
tend to pay more attention to each individual piece of
furniture that way. I’ve spent 25 years ﬁnding the right
pieces and putting them together,” she says of various
treasures that include a vintage ’70s Barcelona chair
that once belonged to a cousin; a rustic table carved
out of a tree trunk by local artisan Storgio Ventura; a
19th century plaster unicorn head salvaged from her
parents’ New Room; and a period Louis XVI secretary
inherited from her father’s store.
The Kemps recently enlisted architect Ron
Wommack to remodel the house. The new design
included an upstairs wing and bigger, more open rooms
that feature ﬂoor to ceiling windows and French doors
for maximum light. The front entry was entirely glassed
in, and the pale travertine ﬂoors were extended from the
living room to the landscaped courtyard and pool outside. “The idea was to fade the lines between inside and
out,” says Kemp. Because there’s so much transparency,
the outdoors has become an important design element.
Landscape architect Kevin Sloan created a simple but
dramatic exterior that gets raves from Kemp’s clients
and friends. Sloan’s unexpectedly square pool is sexy.
Rows of birch trees, with their pale trunks and peeling
bark, add visual interest in lieu of Dallas’ ubiquitous
crape myrtles. Whether it’s her backyard or the beach,
Kemp strives to bring the outdoors in. “If I could live in
Philip Johnson’s Glass House I would,” she says.

...

CLEAR HEADED! This simple
table scape in the living room
shows off the way Kemp
loves to mix modern and
antique, sleek with rustic—a
handblown glass head by
Esque (purchased at Grange
Hall) contrasts with earthy
moss planted in a centuries
old Chinese bowl, a gift from
her husband.

“It’s a free-for-all...Children
and animals use the whole
house, nothing’s off limits.”

The dining room mixes elements from nature with modern and old world pieces,
including antique French chairs, an antique tortoise and abstract art.
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The 19th century plaster
unicorn head in the living
room was purchased by
Kemp’s parents in Europe
during the ‘60s; the antique
black leather chair was
purchased from John
Rosselli; Dallas furniture
maker Storgio Ventura made
the glass and iron table.
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